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Basic guidance for meat inspection in small-scale pig slaughtering in Vietnam  
References: 1 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/topics/topic/meat-inspection and Circular No. 09/2016/TT-BNNPTNT; 2 https://nongnghiep.vn/ket-qua-xet-nghiem-dich-ta-lon-chau-phi-co-hieu-luc-bao-lau-d242418.html 
Aim: to prevent and detect public health hazards such as 
foodborne pathogens or chemical contaminants in meat1 
Techniques: visual, palpatory and by incision for the presence of 
gross lesions and bruises. 
Only accept pigs with origin and supporting documents required by vet authorities (e.g. health/ transportation certificates), according 
to Vietnamese Veterinary Law and Circular No.09/2016/TT-BNNPTNT 
Antemortem: to ensure only healthy pigs will be 
slaughtered.  
Key steps for antemortem: 
- Inspection of each animal during unloading, and at 
lairage to observe the animals in movement and for 
abnormal signs (e.g. lesions, lameness, diseases) 




Live pigs’ transportation certificate2 
 
 





Live pigs at lairage before slaughtering (need to check within 24 hours after 
unloading and 24 hours before slaughtering, e.g. on symptom of pneumonia, 
joint swelling, ear biting, and skin irritations. 
 
Postmortem: to examine all slaughtered animals 
(carcass, organs, blood) 
Key steps for postmortem: 
Checks for carcass preparation and completeness 
- Carcass (dehaired) 
- Head with tongue 
- Thorax organs 









Location to collect meat sample from 
diaphragm for muscle digestion 
method to detect Trichinella spp.   
 
 
Checking heart  
(e.g. for presence of cysts)   
 
 




Gross granulomatous lesions in 
lymph nodes (pharynx, larynx,) 
 
Gastric and mesenteric lymph nodes 
(here hemorrhagic and swollen due 
to systemic infection) 
Contact information: Fred Unger, F.Unger@cgiar.org, +84 24 32373995 
This guidance is part of the ‘Safer indigenous pork and healthier ethnic minorities in 
Vietnam through better management of parasitic pig-borne diseases’ that is funded by 
the German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)  
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